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Synopsis

Finally available in paperbacka "the #1 New York Times bestseller from the author of Big Little Lies
and What Alice Forgot.At the heart of The Husbanda ™s Secret is a letter that is not meant to be
read...My darling Cecilia,If youa ™re reading this, then |& ™ve died...Imagine your husband wrote
you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that the letter contains his deepest, darkest
secreta "something with the potential to destroy not only the life you have built together, but the lives
of others as well. And then imagine that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still
very much alivea |Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it alla "shea ™s an incredibly successful
businesswoman, a pillar of her small community, a devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly
and spotless as her home. But that letter is about to change everythinga "and not just for her. There

AN

are other women who barely know Ceciliaa “or each othera "but they, too, are about to feel the

earth-shattering repercussions of her husbanda ™s secret.Readers Guide Included
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Customer Reviews

Wow! | rarely give out 5 stars for a novel, it has to be exceptional, and this is. A difficult review to
write without giving too much away. Suffice it to say that the writing is what makes it exceptional.
Moriarty develops each character with a skill that has the reader often wondering... what would | do
in this case? The way she strings the relationships together make this fiction novel totally believable,
and has the reader caring about each character, drawing us in and reading far later than we
intended to.We don’t always make the the right choices in life. Sometimes not making a choice is a

choice in itself. This is a thought-provoking, emotional, and masterfully crafted novel focusing on the



complexities of relationships, secrets, forgiveness, trust and love, that will have you thinking about
this novel long after you've finished it. The novel also has a couple of back-stories going on as well,
it's not all about the husband’s secret, but all the pieces are intricately woven, bringing it to a
satisfying conclusion.In my humble opinion, | loved the ending (except for the fact that it was indeed
ending.) The epilogue was my favorite part, actually. It reinforced a suspicion | had about the
"secret" earlier in the novel, but also gives us a look at everything from other "what if" perspectives. |
will definitely read more by this Australian author. Highly recommended for book clubs, there is a lot
to discuss. Don’t miss it. Thanks to for the opportunity to review the uncorrected proof (advance

readers copy) prior to its release.

| am a huge fan of Liane Moriarty and | have enjoyed every single one of her novels, most recently
What Alice Forgot and The Hypnotist's Love Story. The Husband’s Secret is her fifth adult fiction
novel and for me, her best yet."For my wife, Cecilia FitzpatrickTo be opened only in the event of my
death"She found the envelope amongst a stack of old tax records and imagined it contained a
sentimental message, given it was dated just a few days after the birth of their first child, fifteen
years ago. Cecilia has no idea that the letter will blow her world apart.The story of The Husband’s
Secret unfolds from the third person perspectives of three women, Cecilia, Tess and Rachel. At first
the connections between these women are peripheral but the secret Jon-Paul has been keeping for
decades will change them all.Cecilia has been married to John-Paul for fifteen years, they have
three bright and beautiful daughters and a busy, happy life. Cecilia is the P&C president, a
successful Tupperware host and her neat and orderly world is shattered when her husband returns
early from a business trip.Tess is devastated when her husband announces he has fallen in love
with her best friend, cousin and business partner, Felicity. Her only thought is to escape and she
abandons her life in Sydney to return to her childhood home. Tess isn’t interested in renewing old
friendships but finds she can’t resist the attentions of an old flame.Every day is an effort for Rachel.
It is only the presence of her toddler grandson that relieves the grief that has haunted her since her
teenage daughter was murdered more than twenty years ago, and now her son and his wife are
moving to New York. Bereft, Rachel renews her obsession with the man she suspects murdered her
daughter, a man that teaches at the school where she is a secretary, a man she is convinced is
really a monster.With consummate skill, Moriarty winds her way through a minefield of moral
ambiguity as her story explores the very personal implications of choosing between right and wrong.
I’'m desperate to avoid spoilers so | can say little except that the author challenges the simplistic

notions of guilt, of punishment, of justice and redemption.The Husband’s Secret is so successful in



large part because of Moriarty’s wonderfully crafted characters. The everyday rhythms of their lives
render these complex women familiar somehow and | quickly became invested in their fate. As a
mother myself | understood each women’s concerns about protecting their children and |
empathised with them as they struggled to decide how best to do so.The Husband’s Secret is a
compelling, thought provoking novel, inspired by an article about real life deathbed confessions and
their surprising consequences. An intriguing examination of conscience, love, betrayal and

forgiveness this novel will stay with you well after the last page has been turned.

| became a big fan of Liane Moriarty’s novels after reading "The Hypnotist's Love Story"; she writes
compellingly and realistically of modern marriage, betrayal, joy and heartbreak. So | was thrilled to
have the opportunity to review her latest, "The Husband’s Secret", which | thoroughly enjoyed.There
are three main characters, Cecilia, Rachel and Tess, who are all experiencing upheavals in their
lives. Moriarty excels at describing how the quotidian details of one’s life can change due to the
"before and after" of cataclysmic events. She deftly uses both Tupperware and the Berlin Wall as
metaphors for sealing in and keeping out.The novel is about secrets, and | don’t want to reveal any
of them because Moriarty does it so brilliantly in the novel. Basically we are asked, as observers, to
contemplate how a person can live with a huge and terrible, secret. And how can you live knowing
someone else’s huge and terrible secret? Human existence is complicated and messy and far from
black and white/good and bad. Humans make strange and often irrational choices. Are they always
indefensible? These are the kinds of things that Moriarty is so good at dissecting for her readers,
and why we keep coming back for more.Without revealing anything, | want to say a word about the
ending. | expect some readers are going to have a problem with the climax and the denouement. |
thought about it for a while after finishing the book and before sitting down to write this review, and |
decided that I'm fine with it. | think Moriarty made the right writing and plot choices here and it

worked for me. | highly recommend this novel.
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